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Energy expert: NM oil production has
lessoned potential for war
CURTIS C. WYNNE
NEWSSUN

NEWSSUN PHOTO
U.S. Secretary of Interiordesignate David Bernhardt, right, talks
with Watson Hopper oilfield equipment manufacturing plant
general manager Mike Slaugh, left, during a tour of the plant on
Wednesday. Bernhardt was in Hobbs to show support of the oil
and gas industry from President Donald Trump. Hobbs and Lea
County are located within the Permian Basin, designated the
world’s highest producing area of oil and gas in the world. Lea
County ranks third in the nation in oil production.

Lea and Eddy counties have made history by reducing the possibility of a
Middle Eastern war for oil, according to Daniel Fine, a research and
development energy expert at New Mexico Tech.

Why? Because oil and gas production eliminates this nation’s need to rely on
the Middle East for fossil fuel.

Having served in developing former Gov. Susana Martinez’s energy policy and
in the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department, Fine said he’s
currently writing an energy paper for a Washington, D.C. think tank.
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“What has happened now, with President Trump’s policies and the
(Department of) Interior policies under (David) Bernhardt, is the chance of the
United States getting into a Middle East war to protect its interests in oil supply
and imports has evaporated, finished,” Fine said.

He dated the potential for war in the Middle East over oil as early as the 1970s.

“We have almost 50 years of tension and potential military participation in the
Middle East to provide us with imported oil from there,” Fine said. “The two
counties in New Mexico have eliminated this and have now played an important
role in peacemaking.”

He said the White House and the military have maintained positions on what
actions to take if America’s oil supply were threatened.

“In the 1970s Secretary of State (Henry) Kissinger said if we have to, we will
intervene militarily to obtain the supply of oil need. That was our dependence on
that oil,” Fine said.

Lea County is the third-highest oil-producing county in the United States and
the highest in the Permian Basin, which straddles the Texas-New Mexico state
line. Eddy County is the seventh-highest oil-producing county in the nation and
produces massive amounts of natural gas.

“So, Lea County and Eddy County and the Permian Basin have eliminated a
state of 67 years of war preparations and intervention to import that oil,” Fine
said. “We have the oil now in the Permian Basin. It offsets the potential that we
will ever need the Middle East oil again like that.”

Additionally, he said the southeastern New Mexico counties, combined with
the rest of the Permian Basin and the San Juan Basin in northwestern New
Mexico, produce enough natural gas to supply 100 percent of Mexico’s needs.

“We can export and they can buy our gas at low cost. Northern Mexico will
benefit in terms of its plans for industrial development and higher wage jobs
because that gas is in the Permian and San Juan,” Fine said. “So, combined, the
Permian and San Juan basins can provide New Mexico industrial development,
progress (and) prosperity through natural gas, electric power and jobs.”
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Fine commended President Donald Trump for sending Interior Secretary-
designate Bernhardt to Hobbs last week.

“Hobbs was a good place for the White House to send Bernhardt,” Fine said. “I
was surprised because I thought it (the visit) would have been on the Texas side,
but it was in New Mexico, which was good thinking. I think by going to Hobbs,
he pointed out the two counties there have turned a corner on American history
and certainly foreign policy and defense.”

Curtis C. Wynne may be contacted at reporter3@hobbsnews.  com .
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